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no Oath can bind, when either there /apervenes 


E; 


CE] 


SIR, | | 
Received Yours; wherein you tell me you 
are choſen a Member of the enſuing 

Meeting of the States of this Kingdom. 
- You defire my Opinion, What ſhould be 
their Behaviour towards X.James #11. bow far we 
are now tied by our Allegiance what Limits ought to 
be ſet r0 the Prerogative, &. Which:you ſay 
are at preſent, the great Subjetts of Diſcourſe. 
I donbt nor, ſince theſe things are ſo much 
ralk'd of by every body, and the /rch of Wri- 
ting is ſo univerſal, bur you will ſee ſeveral 
things 0a theſe Heads from much abler Pens : 
And from ſuch whoare not only better quali- 
fied for the Undertaking, ns _ by MrinGs 
and perhaps (being pertonally preſent ee- 
ing the — 4-7 Methods of England in 


the ſamecaſe, are better furniſhed with Helps 


for the performance ; ſo that any thing I can 
ſay to you, will be ſuperiluous, 

Yet in obedience to your Deſire, and to te- 
ſtifie my ſincere and unbiaſſed AﬀeCtion to'the 
Good of my Country ; and withal, to convince 
you, That it is not from any fond Principle of 
bizotted Loyalty, nor from a ſtupid Unconcer- 
nedneſs in the great Concerns of the Nation, 


that I decline coming to Town at this time 3 


whenas you ſay,it is expected that the greateſt 
part of the Gentry will be preſent during this 
Aſſembly of the States, 1 ſhall freely give you 
my rude Thoughts of what appears to me, to 
be the proper Work and neceſſary Duty of 
this Meeting, in the preſent extraordinary 
CenjunCture, and leave it to you to make what 
uſe thereof you ſhall think fir =» | 
Asto the firſt point you mention,, tho? you 
know , I am neither Divize nor Caſuift, yet I 
mult ſay, that I think 'tis very evident to any 
thinking Man, That Heaven it ſelf bas very ful- 
ly looſed rhe Nation from their Allegiance, and by 
remarkable Provideaces granted a clear. Diſ- 


* penſation from their Oaths to K, James VI. 


We need not diſpute what was the genuine 
ſenſe of theſe Oaths, whether they allow'd this 
implicit Reſervation, That if the King ſhould 
ſubvert the Foundations of our Government, 
Our Laws, Religion, Liberties and Properties; 


the People ſhould in that caſe be free, toaſlert 


and aſſume their Native Rights: Neither 
need weenter upon the invidious Task of exa- 
mining how. far the King advanced in theſe un- 
jaſt Practices and Deſigns. Heaven ir ſelf, I 
ſay, feems moſt convincingly to have ſuper- 
ceeded all ſuch Debates and Enquiries, and to 
havelaid it upon this Meeting of the States, to 
ſettle andeffabliſh juſt and ſolid Foundations 
for the Government of the Nation in all time 
coming, 11 us Þ 26 5 rf 

'Tis acknowledged by- all Chriſtians, that 


Allegiance and Prerogative confudered, &C: 


a phyſical Impoſſibility of performing it ; Or wherl © 
the performance becomes morally unlawful. » And 
every confidering Man muſt. acknowledge; 
that Providence hath caſt both theſe Impedi- 
ments in the way of this Aſſembly, to divert 
them from their Allegiance to K. James : For 


now England has Dethron'd bim , and their 


Action is applauded (as proceeding upon juſt 
'and valid Grounds, moſt of which are common 
to us with them) by the greateſt part of this 
Nation ſo that it is obvious'to every one; 
that it would be impoſſible for this Aſſembly 
of our Stares to maintain-and ſupport him, in 
the exerciſe of his Royal Dignity here, againſt 
the unqueſtionable Attempts, that we mult ex- 
pect England's Jealouſies of ſuch an irritated 
Neighbour, would provoke them to ſet abont 
for his overthrow: And theſe Attempts could 


not miſs of ſucceſs, having, as unqueſtionably, 


agreat, if not the far greateſt part of this Na- 
tion for their Abettors. Thus what a Scene 
of Blood War, and Confuſion ſhould theſe 
Nations become? And what a feeble diſtracted 
Government might we expect in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances ? _. 

But if any ſhall plead, that there is no Phy- 
fical Tmpoſſbility in the caſe; and that the Hj- 
ſtories of paſt Ages teach us, that this Nation, 
when unanimous in their Allegiance,may main- 
rain their -King againſt all the Efforts of Eng- 
land ;, elpecially, ſince we may now. expect 
more Aſſiftance. than ever from our old Ales - 
the French, .Yet this at leaſt, 1 am ſure, every 


- Proteſiant muſt confeſs is morally unlawful for 


bim to concurr in fince ſuch a ConjanCtion / 
wereutterly inconſiſtent with his indiſpenſible 
Moral Duty of preſerving, or at leaſt doing 
nothing tbar evidently. tends tothe ruine of the 
true Reformed Religion. ' Now any Man that is 
capable of the leaſt ſerious Refleltion upon 
the preſent ſtate of Aﬀairs, muſt plainly. ſee, 
that the Intereſt of his preſent Xajeſty of Eng- 
land, .and bis Party, are ſo interwoven with 
that of the Reformed Rehigien, that the one can- 


- not ſuffer Loſs or Oyerthrow, without the no- - 


table Damage or apparent Ruine ofthe other, - 
not only in this 1/la»d,burt all Chriſtendom over. 
He muſt alſoſce no leſs clearly, that.it were a 
meet Dream. to imagine it poſlible to ſupporr 
and preſerve K. James in his Power here, with- 
out wronging the King of- England and his In- 
tereſt: For to be ſure, either of them would 
employ bis whole Art and Might for the other's 
ruine z ſuch. indifferent Intereſts (beſide the 
particular Quarrels of the late Revolution) 
being now altogether incompatible in this 

Iſland. Neither is it to be thought that K. James 
would value this Crown further than that he 
might thereby be enabled to recover that of 
England. "= _ 


TY 


Thus *tis plain that we can never fanſy to 
preſerve K. James's Power here, withous re- 


ſolving to aſſiſt and ſecond him in his Attempts, - 


to the great prejudice, if not the total rnine 
(fo faras Men are able) of the Reformed Reli- 
gioy over all Exrope. But lam perſwaded, no 
Proteſtant of common ſenſe, canever think his 
Allegiatce will warrant, or in the leaſt juſtifie 
bim inany ſuch praQtice: For whatever has 
been ſaid to evince, that Allegiance did bind 
Subjects to Paſſive Obedience, tho' ſecured to 
the higheſt pitch ; yet none was ever ſo impu- 
dent, as to aſſert that it obliged them to an 
ative Concurrence with their King, in Me- 
thods directly tending to the oppreſſion or ex- 
tirpation of the true Religion. 
ans of all Per ſwaſions will own, That it is berter ro 
obey God than Man. | b 

Wherefore it being thus irrefragably evi- 
dent, that God in his Wiſe over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, has ordered things ſo, that it'is both 
impoſſible for this Meeting of the States to 
preſerve the Crown to K. James, or at leaſt 
not to be undertaken, without expoſing this 
Nation to all the lamentableEvils, thata weak 
unſetled Government,conſtant Wars and Con- 
fuſions can bring upon it : And that it is alſfo 
unlawful for us.Proreftents to aim. at it, ſince 
he cannot now be re-eſtabliſhed, but upon the 
Ruines of the whole Reforined Intereſt in Chr;- 
ferdom. . Let all [therefore awfully obſerve 
the Hand of God, and chearfully ſubmit ro his 
Will; and, withoutattempting to ſtruggle a- 
gainlſt Heaven, leave K: James to the diſpoſal 
of Providence, Let every Man in his {tation 
contriluite: what-in hi lies, to retrieve our 
Religian and Laws: from the:grievous Abuſes 
they have {uffered;' and to ſecure them to-us 
and our Poſterity:; from the like hereafter, 
and from falling ander the fatal Dangers, from 
which God has been pleaſed ſo ſignally-to re- 
ſcue them: Neither ilet this Aſſembly of 
Eſtates look back, as if they were under any 
tie to with-hold them from advancing vigo- 
rouſly; in ſetling the Government'of this.Na- 
tion, now under Azarchy, a ſtate in which it 
cannot ſubſiſt. Nor let any thoughts of the 
Right of Succeſſion ſtoptheir procedure ; for 
beſides that there can be no Heir: to a living 
Man,the former Argumentsare as patt againſt 
the Prince of Wales, . true or ſuppolititious, as 
againſt K. James ViI. But now when God has 
fo wonderfully put this opportunity kn their 
| hands, letthem be as honelt and upright-hear- 
ted Parreors, ſet themſelves ſeriouſly re conſt- 
der, what is fit to be done, for ſerling a Go- 
vernment in this Nation, upon juſt ſolid 


Foundations z whereby the true Religion and 
pablick: Peace may be eſtabliſhed and ſecured, 
the juſt Property and Liberties of the Subject 
clearly aſſerted, and the high ſtretched Preroga- 
tive of the Crows brought to an equal frame. 

I am perſwaded, that as it 1s the Gevjwv, ſo 


Here Chriſti. 


it is the Intereſt of this Natiqn to have a 140- 
narchy till eſtabliſhed; forrany other Form muſt 


unavoidably evert the whote bulk of our Laws 


and Cuſtoms, which might be of fatal conſe- 
quence : Nor could any other Model be long- 


liv'd here, conſidering the natural: bent of 


Scots-men to this. Beſides, fince Experience 


has diſcovered to us the worſt Diſeaſes that 


canattend Monarchy; Ithink,if we be wiſe, we 
may now apply -fuch Remedies, as may ſecure 
ns, for the future, againſt them; and ſo we 
may be ſafer under it, than any. other kind of 
Govyernment, the Inconveniencies whereof (in 
this Nation at leaſt) we can only diſcover by 
a Tract of Time. WIT 

As to the Choice of a Monarch, I think the 
beſt Method is, to follow rhe Example England 
bas fer ws : For beſides the juſt and ſolid Rea- 
ſons that determined their Choice, which are 
all as Pregnant and- applicable to us, -we have 
further this cogent Reaſon, That England ha- 
vingalready declared the Prince of Orange their 


King, out of a due ſenſe of the Great Delive- 


rance' he has been. inſkrumental in working 
for them z we muſt do the ſame, unleſs we 


\ will declare our ſelves the moſt ingrate of 


Mankind, ſince we are delivered from a far 
greater Bondage than eyer Eng/qnd felt : And 
unleſs we will refolve to break-with England 
and their King, which how fatal it might ſoort 
prove, every body 6an ſee, more than is fit for 
the' Honour of this Nation to 'exprefs; "This 
I ſhall only ſay, that /it .were'certainly very 
unkind tothe Reformed Religion, to divert and 
weaken by ſuch abreach;the King of England's 
hanus, whois now, under God, the chief ſup- 
port of it. RO( 03 MSLY Phagdth. 
But ſeeing the Fondneſs of this Nation, for 
the' Reſtoration of - K. Char/es 11, :did hurry 
them fram one :extream to'anothery front ha« 
ving abandoned the King and Royal Family; 
to give 200 much, and tay the Foud@ations of 
an: unbounded Prerogativez 'wpoh which an- 
aſpiring Court- (deſigning to- Copy after the 
perfidions cruel Zedtvr of Exrope) finding Rill 
unhappily amongſt this poor, proud,ſelt-ſeck- 
ing People, fit Tools for their Service, have 
rear'd up an Uncontroulable, Defpotick,; Abſo- 
lace Power inthe King ; and that by. repeated 
Laws, but more bya conſtant Series of Arbi- 
trary Prattites;, whereby they have brought us 
into Abſolme Bondage, and laid a' Yoke upon ws, 

that neither we nor our Fathers wpreableto bear. 
+  It' therefore neatly concerns and highly be- 
comes the Wiidom of the-States vf- the King- 
dom; yea, it is' their Duty Y0''the Nation, 
whom they Repreſent, andvtiatithey owe 
to their Poſterity'+in. after-Ages: ;- before 
they give the ['Crown':out-of:: their hands, 
to: ſmooth aud- purge! it-of every thing that 
may be hard and grievous to the People 3 and 
to kave'it only adotned with ſuch Jewels, as 
can only |be tri-and ſhining, when by m_—_ 
| | and 


I 
a. 


* them to do, for retrieving this Nation from : leſs meaning; or, if it will 


BR. _- 
Mercy they attract" the Peoplt#s Hearts ; but Poſterityfram the evident! hazard of -Hbfoluzec: 
will prove-brittle and'diny, when -put x0 gall : Slavery, this pernicious /Prizciple muſt-be abſq | 
their Necks. + - Hr ge 2 4:02 2 Imtely eraxicated. It will de fir the Swates ſeriqui-: 
' I would: therefore humbly offer to the Con- ! 1y reviſe:all our Acts about the Provogative's ' 
{ideration of this eniuing Meecting,ſome things, : and whers-ever any thing is found to Jook.this ! 
that to'me- ſeem- neceſſary and 1ncumbent for:i way, it muſt either'be — to-an'harm- : 
| not bear atolerable : 
the intolerable thraidom we have been brought: ſence, iti maſt be cancelled - For alittle Leaves : 
under 3 and for- vindicating and aſſerting the 1 may ſowre the whole Lump. | | i 
Reoples juſt Right and. Freedom, without rob-/ : It with alfo-benecefſary;.'that:the Afſerting 
big the Crown of any Jewel that's fix for the ! of this Principle by Word-or Writ, be decta- * 
Honour of a King, who is to ruk by Law; or'' red an high Crime,againſt the very Nature and - 
without diminiſhing any -part' of the 'Xingly) Conſtitution of our Government, puniſhable + 
Power, that is necellary for'enabling our Kings. as Treafon; and unpardonable. It has taken 


- to perform the great Duties of' their high ' deep roor;/and will need a ſevere, ſteady hand 


Ehge- +7 129 30 - 2+ overit, 'tokeep. it from ſpringing up again in ' 
:"'Ler our Kings be veſted with 'Power to be: irs Seaton's from which, Fo wir - $ OE 


ther have power't> preſerve to al} their Sub-\ zow cry ſhame'or's, 'ris ſo palpably a Gengrene, 


& yt off frotehe'Crown all fuctExcreſcences) Perſons wharſoover; : *: + nat 


enſtleſs'tok juſt King 3 and,-to our fadi :' 3.-t humbly conceive;it-witl be mach 


| ger6ns Conſequente tothe Peop e. +7 bereſtrained,y as' to Aſetterr:6r Propanetors of 1 


2. Then; ithas been often aſſerred and main-) avy Principles c againſt the Fiteldom of the 'igrions: 


R; he or Title'th i: Thar 'all) mftersof Stareg wid other3haviig the Kinigs'Com: 3 
PoweF'#ndl Auth thy, originally aid eminently: miſſion, for matuerſing in OT IINNs- 
Dd 


rabnly : Forif this Mdzim hold £608, what $6: will; make dug any Refieftion ewour late Go 


ay then ſhould! we compldin of [the (Jatei carg\on thati Fillow ;\;rhur however criminal; 
ain 4 Shpicam 

ON to lights 
th h | 
very well onthe foot of this Maxim. Wiierz) nour nor Conſcience- cati hind [to> be: faivtifel, 
fore, as we would deliver our ſelves and our andjuſt Es but who ſtill, upon: 
KO | | any 


wn—— — —— —_—_ 
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any hopes 'of Impunity, will be animated to 
ſay and do'all the. Miſchief they can, ' when'tis 
acceptable-to the Prince 3 let the terror of ſe- 
vere Laws. be ſet before them, .to over-awe 
them, and ſtrip them of all hopes of Impunity 
by a Prince's Favour. Such a Limitation will 
not be unecatie to a juſt and good Prince, and is 
abſolutely. neceſſary for our Safety under an 
ill one. | | 

4: It muſt be declared legal, and not in the 
King's Power to conſtitute any 7udge or Fudicature, 
Eccleſiaſtick,, Civil, or Criminal, except ſuch as 
are authorized by the Laws of the Nation. AS al- 
ſo, That ir is illegal for the King to give War- 
rant to any Judge to proceed otherwiſein Judg- 
ment,. than by the. Forms and Rules the Law 


and Practice of the 'Kingdom has ſet, for the. 


ſeveral Judicatures and: Caſes therein cognoſ- 


' Cible 3 and that all who: accept and proceed, 


conform to any ſuch Commiſſions or Warrants, 
ſa21l be ſeverely puniſhed... Lf: 

: TheExperience of the grievous Oppreſſions 
the. Weſtern, Southern, and ſome other Shires 
of-tbis:Kingdom have ſuffered, and the mach 

Jood:that hath: been ſbed in them very ſum- 


marly-(to ſay no worſe) by virtue of ſuch . 


Commiſſions and Proceedings, will, I am con- 


fident, evince the Neceſlity of this : For cer-. 
tainly, ſo long as ſuch a Power is left to the. 


Crown;no Man or Party. can reckon themſelves 
ſecureof their Liberties or Eftares; no, not 
far: their very Lives, longer thas/they eſcape 
being obooxious tothe Court ; for'then pack'd 


Judges, and arbitrary Forms and Rulesof Pro-: 


ceeding, may make ſharp Work, and: Havock 


enough::. 1 confels.I have often been ſurprized' 
to:ſee:feveral ſober. and rational Men farisfied. 


with;\and'applaud fuch Methods ; when uſed 


agaibſt theſe; they wiſhed to ſee-undone ; © B 


beirſg blinded with a Paſſion to have ſuch a Par- 
ty-riiined,. they did not conſider, that if the 
Canrgon'were turned againſt themſelves, they 


might; Joon find.tbe fatal Effefts of ſuch Me- 


thods3/and be thereby ſummarly. expoſed to 
ſorhe! ſevere Puniſhment in their Bodies or 
Goods, or perhaps+both', without hopes of 
Redreſs. So it is 'every, Man's Intereſt that 
every/ Subject ,baves a fair and legal Trial, 


and that -all his Concerns be 'judged by the: 


ardinary Judges, -and conform to the known: 
Laws-and. Praftice of the Realm; and that 


any' ſuch Power be quite: exploded , for- 


which there..can be no pretence, unleſs you. 
will grant the King a Prerogative above:all- 
Laws. SYBT 15 "ns 14 Oi 

Perhaps it will be alledged, that ſuch Can-! 
mifſions' have- been 'very uſeful: in our Zigh-, 
Eauas and Borders; and that-it is impoſlible to! 
bring-the Thieves thereto condign Puniſhs: 
mept; or- prevetit: their ruining theſe Conn-, 
tries,” nalef$ it:be gllowed, that they be judged 
wittiout the ardinary Rules and Forms of Law. 
Lhumbly:thiok, -it! may be worth the ſerious 


Li4:); 


Conſideration of ourfirſt Parliament,” to: give 


their ſpecial Orders-and Inſtru@tions for-this 


Caſe: But by no means, on this Account, onght 
the leaſt Twig of any fuch Tranſcendant Power 
above the Laws, be left to the King :- For if it 
ſhould be allowed, that the King, by an /be- 


rent Power in the Crown, may by his Commiſ- - 
ſion warrant the Judging of Thieves, without: . 


obſerving the ordinary Law in-the Nation 
Why may he nor, by. the ſame Inherent Power, 
give fuch' Commiſſions for - Trying all at- 
ledged guilty of every kind of Treaſon, or 
other Crimes, and; Franſgrefſinns of any Penal. 
Laws? Then, pray, What Securicy has any 
Subject of a Legal Trial for any Guilt he may 
be charged with? Or what availeth the Laws, 
and --Judicatures, eſtabliſhed for the Safety of 
the Innocent, as well as the Puniſhment of the 
Guilty ? Yo | 
-5. It will be fit to be declared, That at the 
Miniſters of State, Lordsof Seſſion aud Fuſticiaty, 
and other inferigr Judges, who .recezve their Com 
miſſions from the King, ſhall always get them, Ad 
Vitam aut Culpam ;, and not Durante Beneplacito. 
For when Men hold theſe Places at Pleaſure,-ir. 
iS certainly a great Temptation to them who. 
are nor of a very firm Honeſty, to comply 
with any Deſigns of the Court, and Humours 
of the preſent; chief Favourites: 'And;when an 
honeſt Man ſtands his Ground, and refuſes ſuch 


a-ſervile Compliance againſt - kis;Honoux, and. - 


Conſcience, then:(as we haye ſeen) he is pre- 
ſently to be turned out, and. ſome'pliable [Fool 
(that will receive any Imprefſions from theſe 


Hands ) pur in his Place 3 ,and.fo our Judica- 


tures, filled with Men who will give themſelves 
up to a blind Obedience, to the Dictates from 
Court : Atid what Juſtice. can.the: Nation ex- 
pect from ſuch Judges ? 1 do not'ſay,. the,abo- 
lithing Commiſſions Durante Bereplacito will aſc 
certain ns .of juſt-Judges.z. but, to be ſure, ir 
will frce them whom we ſliall have , from-ma- 


ny Temptations to be-unjuſt, and ſecure to. us 


more firmly. theſe that are jaſt, and honeſt .:. So 
itis well worth the while... There is.onething 
I cannot paſs, abont our Judges, thongh it be 


' not Hajus Loci > I think it would be much 


our Intereſt; to have Crimen 4mbitue in force 
awongſt us,.. as to Seſſion and. Juſticiary' eſpe- 
cially. - Many wiſe People have thought, that 
a Man's ſuing and ſolliciting for. ſuch Offices, 
wasea juſt Ground to. make:.him ſuſpected, 
as unworthy of the Truſt, -: This is certain, 
if ſach Methods: were ſtridtly, diſcharged, and 
every one,-at his Admiſhion to theſe Offices, 
obliged to purge himſelf of them, we might 
juſtly expe& ,chey ſhould, go more by, Merit, 
than ;rhey: Gan. do while : Men are allowed. to 
Brigue \and:. Wtrigue for.'them. For. com- 
monly, cunning; and falſe Men. are moſt-al- 


fiduous and:;:dexterous at: infinuating intg. a 


Court. ; l 
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<6. 1 think the King's Eccleſiaſtich Supremacy, 
azitftands now: a + by Acts wy tpn 5 
ought ro be abrogated, - | will not enter on the 
debate, what Power'is allowable to a Chri- 
{tian Magiſtrate in or about Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters; .but leaving:thisas unneceſſary to be dif- 
cuſſed here, I ſhall prove the Afﬀertion from 
theſe two Conaderations : Firſt, If there isany 
tuch S»premacy allowable in a Chriftian Wation, 
to;any Civil Perſons or Judicature, "it cannot 
with ſafety be truſted but where the Legiſla- 
rive Power is lodged. Secondly, It appears un- 
charitable and unchriſtian toenaft, or leave in 
farce any Laws Declaratory of ſuch a Szpre- 


Fiſh, Ther: conſider, that by this Supremacy, 
the-King has Power to turn off any Church- 
man Summary, without any Proceſs, (of this 
we have ſeen ſeveral Inſtances: He hath alſo 
Powerthereby at pleaſure , to cruſh apy ſet of 
Clergy or Church-Government he thinks uncaſie 
ro him, andadvance any Party or Model he 
hopes tobe hetcer ſerved by : He has by this 
Supremacy.like wiſe Power (if not in expreſs 
rerms, yet. by very natural conſequence)to ſyp- 
preſs all: Afſemblies, Convocations of the Cler- 

y,Synods,Presbyteries, Seſſions, or any other 

eetings of Church-men, neceſfary'or conve- 
nient, for preſerving Order- in "the Church. 
From conſideration of theſe things, it is'evi- 
dent and clear avSun-ſhinez-!Fhat'if ſuch a Su- 
premacy be allowed to our” Kings, then they 


| ſhall have Power to introdice:Corruptions in 


our Religien by acorrupt Cletgy,to raiſe con- 
ſtant Schiſms-in-our Churth, #&'nouriſh and fo- 
ment a Spirit:of: Animoſity and Perſecution by 
one Party-of Clergy againſt another, to the 
great reproach of our Religion, and danger of 
our State, (as paſt experience'may teach us) : 
Finally, they-ſhall have Power-to diſlolveand 
unhioge our Church, by depriving Her of afl 
means neceſfary,. for eſtabliſhing and preſer- 
ving of Qrder and Diſcipline, without which, 
no Societycan ſubliſt. . And ſurely theſe things 
cannot happet: in a Chriſtian Nation, without 
bringing. deadly Convulſions -upon the Civil 
State, Now. 1 am confident, that afger very 
little refleftion on the whole, you and every 
Rational Man will anticipate me in the Infe- 
rence,  and"conclude that ſuch a Supremacy is 
of the laſt Importance, both to the Religion 


and Civil Intereſt of the whole Nation, and 


not to be truſted to any, butreſerved to, King 
and Parliament, if it is allowable to anyCivil 


Power. : - - EE 


" and Moderation, to give great Offence, and-lay 
a Stumbling-block before ſuch, officiouſly and 


fallibility,” and 1 fear we ſhould "i : | 


needleſly. --Now all the World* knomy, is 
Supremacy has, been 4 one of tumbling both. 
Jew and Gentile, (if 1 may {0 ſheak) 3 for not 
only the Presbyterians have Ill .declaimed 2- 
gainſt ir, as an Antichriſtian Encroachment upon 
Chriſt's Prerogative ; but many Epiſcopal have 
jadged it an Invaſion and Diminutjon of t 
Intrinſick Power,conſigned by Chriſt ro his Chisrch; 
whereupon ſeveral eminent amoneſt that Clergy, 
refuſed our Teſt, Thus as the offenſive Nature 
of ſuch Laws is evident, ſo eyery conſidering 
Man muſt acknowledge, that they are uſeleſs; 
becauſe all Laws about Church - Governments 
ſhould only be founded on theſe grounds: That 
What i thereby enjoined, is agretable to the Wor, 
of God, moſt conſonant to the Praffice of the pr! } 
Churches, and moſt proper and conducing or r 
Advancement of Truth, Fiety, and good Order in 
this Church. Now on thele Reaſons only, ler 
every thing io relation to. the Policy of. the 
Church , beenaCted in Parliament, Wi Of 
pretending or declaring by any, Adt,what Pow - 
er they have in ſuch-Matters, ' Thus, I anfſure, 
King and Pirlament may ,do their. Dty.in 
this Matter, from time to time z and a great 
deal, if not all the Offence would be remoyed. 
For it cannot be denied, that the Zegiſlarze 
Power being in them, whas form of Government i 
apply their Clit Santijon to, it woe : 
Government of the Nation; which is all nee 
claimed, and their medling in ſuch .Ma 
cannot be quartelled, ſmcealt Proteſtants do 
only 7 hor bg Pafliamenrs ratifyidg of our 
very Conejien of Faith, but ordinarly plead, 
that thereby we' have greater privileges, and 
right fo je of it, than apy Principte-of« Reli- 
£102 it ſelf gives us. . The only hazard is, that 
they may err in their Choice z but' [know no 
Remedy for this, (unleſs we. go to Rome foi 


IN 


bour) excepr, that rio fuch Laws be impoſe 

rigorouſly, to be owned by all, but a-realona- 
ble Toleration tobe allowed -to peaceable D;/- 
ſenters. | Seeing then'there is no uſe for. ſuch 
Declaratory Laws of 'an Eccleſiaſtich, Supremacy, 
were it nor. very uncharitable to.keehtheih on 
foot, fora ſhare and for a ginn toſo many of 
our Chriftian Brethren of the ſame_ Religion. 
I may add further, it were very dangerous to 
the publick, Peace; for certainly from this 
Fountain, many- of- our inteftme"Commotions 
have ſprung, and theſe ſtreams are not yetdri- 
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further-about. the Prevopave , inieo"djfe Ar-/ 
ticle.: I think- it nec 
ſole Power of Diſpoſal of Trade, bis Power of ſct- 
ting Valuation on Current Money, his Power of the 
Militia,of Peace and War and raiſing the Nation 


=" "TR , 
in-the refpeftive what conreniint Amendwettls uny:be ate 


or Ok po 28.70 the. Goult ion, af,.nd. Forms of Pro-: 
| King seft abbſhing Initruftjaxs of War, andrhere- cequre ipopr Parliaments, and.what 35 vexpe- 
y exemprirg $ adiers from thegrdingry Leps,end Gent for the Redrels of our. palt Grievances, 
MBE? Ti and neceflary for-the providing wholeformeRe= 
medies for. preventing the like hereafter. 'Fhe 
{lighteſt review of allthefe(thodefirdinyours) 
would ſwell this: Letter into the Yolumn of a' 
T reatile, which haveno thoughts of writing: 
L hope you do notexpeRtits anditho'the ftuf® 
1scoarſe, you have large enough! meaſure ak 
ready for any Letter. . Beſides, whiat is here-o«' 
mitted, igews to.be the proper Work' of 
Parliament, 'when the Crown. 1s: ſetled ; - but 
what is ſpoke of, ſeems neceſſary to be di 
patched by the 44eting of Starer when they de- 
clare the Crown, ;; For though. Fam fully/pets 
ſwzded, that if we give the Crown to the King 
off England:withas abſolute untimitted a'Prevos 
the g4##26,a5everany; Tyrant or Sultan uſurped 
is yF4.,our Religian and Laws, and every Man's 
uman  Lyberty and: Property, would be as ſecure to Us 
is, ynder. 10 Braye, - Generous, 'Pious-and Fuſt- 
ciſe Prince, as xhgy-cat be by all the Proviſions:we 
Con can deyile. for their: ſecurity ; 1 But it is uncer3 
taip how long God\may bleſs us with him; and 
mhoynay come.after hun. Andahis is-certain 
thatif qncs-the.Grqwa be ſetldd, and'a'iferof 
Othcers of ;Stare;ahd* Canſetiors/eftabliſhed, 
Aly Wow Great paar hong > 4 
Pily, been ſo accuſtomed co?.aarry things 
with fo hgh atagdabey wile fue co uſe 
heir Intereſt; tofryftrate! all Projetts for fuck 
Limitations, of, tht Prerogame; foreſceing'euſi 
Is;,,,that; thereby.;their hands: will 'be (ore 
bound [YUP tn: was uſual; andI:dpubr nor; 
if: you wall be at the pains to dbſetve'it, you'll - 
3hly perceive, that ſuch as have buc any faint 
hopes and a. remote proſpect pf getring an 
fare of the Goyernment into-their:hapds,wi 
already be ſhy-o0n:theſe Painrs::'/. Wherefore it 
nearly:concern$every honeſt, ſencere Scorc-murt, 
to irjke the Iron while it is hot for ir ivmach 
0 better holding. than drawing./i if this ivacee: 
ptable,and gives you any ſatidfatbipg,you ſhail 
by.the, next have::nivre of the' Matters \now 
qniree;: Lats 1 {1 wok ets 
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Have [aid norbing-of the:Kings Negative Vote in Parliament, and his Power of Adjournin 
4 *5" His uf akon it of the preateſÞ® Tmpovrance Ns , if Fn Bug cy yon 's 
regs aro rof Pelejnef Grievatces by @ Parliament" ave cnt Fe Fan ill Government when 
bere #868} med af dev; wherefore it:much comcertsthis Meeting, "ro adjpft it go an harwileſs Tem: 
2:16 IJ muſt confeſs, 1can bis npan #0 Overture for this” (that eaſes ne: Bur, Teoubr-nar,. the 
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